
















 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

June 15, 2026 
 
To the Tourism Advisory Program committee, 
 
I am writing on behalf of the Thousand Islands Accommodation Partners (TIAP), the 
Destination Marketing Partner (DMP) for the 1000 Islands region. We are writing in support 
of the activities and promotion of the Town of Gananoque’s request for funding for several 
important events. 
 
The Tourism department of the Town of Gananoque both supports and delivers important 
events throughout the year in the Town.    TIAP does and will support these events with 
marketing dollars and we encourage the TAP committee to assist with funding for the actual 
events including: 
 
August 9th - Kids, Cops & Canadian Tire Fishing Days fifth annual event drawing families 
from Quebec, Ottawa, New York State as well as Kingston Brockville and Cornwall; 
 
August 22nd – The special waterfront concert of the summer with the feature band, ODDS. 
This concert could prove to be the largest in a decade and requires extra funding for the 
more sophisticated set up; 
 
September 19th and 20th – CSFL Bass Fishing tournament is on the MLF Canada Series which 
brings in all the fisherpeople and also a massive promotional component on television and 
online. This is excellent promotion for the region as a fishing hub in Ontario; 
 
Fall 2026 – The BIA is critical in keeping our downtown vibrant and inviting. Ther events are 
proving to be very successful with attendees and lots of online outreach.  
 
The Thousand Island Accommodation Partners are proud to support everything that the 
Tourism department of the Town of Gananoque does especially because their events 
include high and shoulder season events that create a vibrant and exciting vibe for our 
region.   Our organization has also committed to providing financial support for marketing 
for their events.  
Thank you for recognizing and assisting in the financial support these events require to 
continue the good work that helps drive tourism and our economy.  

 
Sincerely, 

K Christensen 
Executive Director 

1000 Islands Accommodation Partners 



 

June 8, 2026 

BIA Fall/Winter Programming 

 

Dear members of TAP, 

I am pleased to provide this letter of support for the Downtown Gananoque Business 

Improvement Area's Tourism Activation Program (TAP) application and its exciting lineup of 

events planned for Fall and Winter 2026. 

The proposed programming demonstrates a strong commitment to enhancing Downtown 

Gananoque as a vibrant year-round destination while creating unique visitor experiences that 

support local businesses and strengthen our tourism economy. Through a diverse series of 

events, including the Kitchen Party and Welcome Festival, Halloween Trick-or-Treating on King, 

Witches Night Out: The Witching Hours, and Christmas in Downtown Gananoque, the BIA is 

creating compelling reasons for residents and visitors alike to experience our downtown during 

the shoulder and off-peak tourism seasons. 

Particularly noteworthy is the Kitchen Party and Welcome Festival, which aligns with the 

opening of Come From Away at the Gananoque Playhouse. By leveraging one of Canada's 

most celebrated theatrical productions, the event creates an opportunity to extend visitor stays, 

encourage spending throughout the downtown core, and foster meaningful connections 

between cultural tourism and local businesses. The collaborative marketing efforts planned 

between the BIA and the Playhouse demonstrate a strategic approach to maximizing tourism 

impact. 

The proposed Halloween and holiday programming further supports the community's goal of 

becoming a year-round destination. Halloween Trick-or-Treating on King has already 

established itself as a highly anticipated family event, drawing visitors from throughout the 

region while increasing foot traffic for downtown businesses. Building upon this momentum, 

Witches Night Out has the potential to become a signature shoulder-season attraction, 

attracting visitors from beyond the region and generating overnight stays during a traditionally 

quieter tourism period. 

The Christmas programming and Festival of Lights initiatives will continue to enhance 

Downtown Gananoque's appeal during the holiday season, encouraging residents and visitors 

to shop local, explore the downtown core, and support small businesses during a critical retail 

period. 

These events align closely with broader tourism and economic development objectives by 

increasing visitation, supporting local businesses, enhancing community pride, and creating 

memorable experiences that encourage repeat visitation. The BIA has demonstrated creativity, 

collaboration, and a strong understanding of destination development through this 



programming, and their efforts will contribute significantly to the vitality and economic 

sustainability of Downtown Gananoque. 

I strongly support this application and believe the proposed events will generate meaningful 

tourism, economic, and community benefits for Gananoque and the Thousand Islands region. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Jennifer Baril 

Tourism & Event Development Coordinator 

Town of Gananoque 

 


